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June 14, 2023

Re: Newsom Administration Infrastructure Package: Build California’s Clean Future, Faster
Position: SUPPORT
To the Honorable Members of the California State Legislature,

On behalf of the Association of California Water Agencies (ACWA) and the undersigned
organizations we are writing to express our strong support for the Newsom Administration’s
proposed infrastructure package to accelerate critical water infrastructure projects that meet
state social, climate, and economic goals. These proposals maintain the integrity of appropriate
environmental review, government transparency, and community engagement.

Collectively our organizations represent hundreds of water and wastewater systems and
thousands of farmers, ranchers, contractors, union workers, engineering firms, and many others
throughout California. ACWA members specifically include cities, counties, special districts, and
other local governments that provide safe drinking water to millions of Californians.

California faces a range of water management challenges, including droughts, floods, and other
natural disasters. While our weather patterns have always been variable, climate change has,
and will continue to exacerbate the weather whiplash that is intensifying drought and
precipitation events. Addressing these challenges requires a coordinated effort between state
and local agencies to construct and maintain water infrastructure projects needed in a 21st
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century climate. Unfortunately, the current permitting process for water infrastructure projects
in California is complex and lengthy and can be a significant barrier to progress in expanding and
improving our water supply and flood risk reduction systems. This can result in delays, higher
project costs, and uncertainty for communities, agricultural interests, and businesses that rely
on a reliable and sustainable water supply. In addition, this can result in worse environmental
outcomes, delaying projects that provide important benefits to aquatic and natural resources.

California has a once-in-a-generation opportunity to leverage federal funding to invest in
California’s clean infrastructure, grow the state’s economy, and create thousands of good paying
jobs. Yet major infrastructure projects are too often bogged down in overly onerous regulatory
processes and a siloed approach to permitting approvals, which increases overall costs and
delays critical projects. In order to streamline permitting and build infrastructure responsibly
and expeditiously, the Administration is proposing thoughtful, common sense reform measures
to streamline regulatory and review processes so projects can be planned, permitted, and built
faster while protecting the environment. Importantly, these proposals provide unique
streamlining benefits under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) to advance climate-
friendly projects without reducing the environmental and government transparency benefits of
the environmental review process.

For these reasons, our organizations are in strong support of the Administration’s water
infrastructure package to build California’s clean future, faster. If you have any questions
regarding our position, please contact ACWA State Relations Director, Adam Quifionez at

Sincerely,

Adam Quifionez
State Relations Director
Association of California Water Agencies

Tricia Geringer
Vice President of Government Affairs
Agricultural Council of California

Tyler Munzing

Director of Government Affairs
American Council of Engineering
Companies, California

Jessica Gauger

Director of Legislative Advocacy & Public
Affairs

California Association of Sanitation Agencies

Alexandra Biering
Senior Policy Advocate
California Farm Bureau

Jennifer M. Capitolo
Executive Director
California Water Association

J.M. Barrett
General Manager
Coachella Valley Water District

John Bosler
General Manager/ CEO
Cucamonga Valley Water District
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Joe Mouawad, P.E.
General Manager
Eastern Municipal Water District

Rebecca Guo
Interim General Manager
El Dorado Water Agency

Nicholas Schneider
General Manager
Georgetown Divide Public Utilities District

Jason Phillips
Chief Executive Officer
Friant Water Authority

Shivaji Deshmukh, P.E.
General Manager

Inland Empire Utilities Agency

Joe McDermott, P.E

Director of Engineering and External Affairs

Las Virgines Municipal Water District

Arden Wallum
General Manager
Mission Springs Water District

Adnan Anabtawi
General Manager
Mojave Water Agency

Scott Ratterman

President

Mountain Counties Water Resources
Association

Kyle Swanson
General Manager/CEO
Padre Dam Municipal Water District

ACWAL

Vince Lucchesi
General Manager
Patterson Irrigation District

Robert S. Grantham
General Manager
Rancho Water

Jon Switalski
General Manager
Rebuild SoCal Partnership

Dan York
General Manager
Sacramento Suburban Water District

Chris White

Executive Director

San Joaquin River Water Authority
Exchange Contractors

Paul Helliker
General Manager
San Juan Water District

Albert C. Lau
General Manager
Santa Fe Irrigation District

Daniel R. Ferons
General Manager
Santa Margarita Water District

Don Perkins
General Manager
Tuolumne Utilities District

Deanna Jackson
Executive Director
Tri-County Water Authority
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Mauricio Guardado
General Manager
United Water Conservation District

Eric Hitchman

General Manager
Walnut Valley Water District

CC:

Asm Transportation Chair, Asm. Laura Friedman

ACWAL

Gail Delihant

Senior Director, California Government
Relations

Western Growers Association

Craig D. Miller P.E.
General Manager
Western Municipal Water District

Asm Water, Parks, Wildlife Chair, Asm. Rebecca Bauer-Kahan

Asm Natural Resources Chair, Asm. Luz Rivas
Asm Judiciary Chair, Asm. Brian Maienschein
Sen. Natural Resources and Water Chair, Dave Min

Sen. Judiciary Chair, Tom Umberg

Sen. Transportation Chair, Lena Gonzalez



